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Differences in Creative Personality and Play Spport Efficacy According to
Cluster Type of Empathy Ability of Early Childhood Teachers
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This study aimed to investigate the differences in creative personality and play support efficacy according to the cluster type of empathy ability of early
childhood teachers. For this purpose, a survey was conducted with 241 early childhood teachers working at early childhood education institutions in
Seoul, Gyeonggi—do, and Gyeongsang-do between February and March 2024. Based on the collected data, hierarchical cluster analysis and K-means
cluster analysis were conducted to derive cluster types, and one-way ANOVA was performed. As a result of the cluster analysis based on sub-factors of
empathy (perspective taking, fantasy, empathic concern, and personal distress), four types of clusters were identified: balanced type, emotional
exhaustion type, ideal empathy type, and cognitive-emotional imbalance type. The results of the analysis of variance to find out the difference by cluster
type showed significant differences in all variables. In particular, the ‘ideal empathy type’ showed the highest score in creativity and play support efficacy,
and the ‘emotional exhaustion type” showed the lowest score. This study suggests that the sub-factor structure type of the empathy ability of individual
early childhood teachers can have a real effect on the creative personality and play support efficacy of early childhood teachers, and emphasizes the
need to establish customized educational support plans that take into account the psychological characteristics of individual early childhood teachers.

Key words: preschool teachers, empathy ability, creative personality, play support efficacy, cluster analysis
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